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Dislocation and hybrid identities, two characteristics of 
diaspora, are also experienced by individuals who have 
achieved class mobility in the United States of America. 

Straddlers are trying to create a home in a different social class from where 
they grew up.

§ Identities contain elements of their class of origin and their current status.

Straddlers manage multiple identities :

§ They will 'forget' where they originally came from because their contact 
with their previous world has decreased.

§ Feelings of estrangement (Jones 2005, 163). 

§ An inability to identify with others within the new social world

§ Feeling distant from their  origin

§ The straddler loses parts of his/her working-class origin but do not 
completely attain all of the components of a middle or upper class identity. 

 

• A  diaspora is a community of people who have been 
dislocated from their native homeland through movements of 
migration, immigration, or exile" (Braziel and Mannur 2003, 
1).

• Diaspora has expanded to include movements within the 
nation-state (Dufoix 2008).

•  A diaspora is not based on the direct migration of a 
person, but  an emotion or experiential dislocation of the 
individual based on inherited or experienced emotional 
investment and knowledge of another place.

§ Class Mobility is not neutral and not just the accepted 
economic benefit but also has social and psychological 
ramifications on individuals similar to diaspora. 

• We can use diaspora literature and experiences to understand 
class mobility. 

•This broadens identity management research to also include 
class mobility and straddlers. 

•The social and psychological ramifications of class mobility 
needs further research.

•How straddlers of different demographic identifiers (race, 
gender, first-generation Americans, geography)  respond to the 
social and psychological ramifications are needed.

§ Class is fluid because it is shaped by the culture within it is 
situated. 

§  Formal education, one mechanism of American class 
mobility, help create these dislocations and hybrid identities 
for individuals in class mobility.  

§ Class movement from working to middle or upper 
produces mental dislocation for individuals described as 
straddlers.

§ Class mobility and diasporas produce dislocations

§ Dislocations result from their attempts to adapt to their 
new social worlds

Introduction

What is Class mobility ? 

What Is diaspora ?

Conclusion and Further Research

Characteristics of Straddlers
§ The straddler and individual in diaspora try to make sense of 
the  current situation to create a sense of belonging.

§ The straddler and one in diaspora cannot return to their origin 
and its corresponding identity. 

§ The transition to a new identity is never complete. 
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